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 March 25, 2004 6:00 PM
Chamberlain School

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Dr. Ted Belitsos
Ms. Catherine Dodge
Ms. Deb Farrago
Mr. Mark Fournier
Ms. Vickie Gaylord
Mr. Jon Goodwin

Mr. Billy Hunter
Mr. Justin Leary
Ms. Jackie Strong
Mr. Jeff Soifer
Ms. Sue Trask
Ms. Cathy Wilson

Others Present:     Barbara Eretzian, Superintendent; Jude Cyr, Business Manager; Tom Morrill, Assistant
Superintendent; David Das, School Committee.

I.     CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTION     

The meeting began at 6:04 P.M.

Mrs. Eretzian called the meeting to order stating that it would only last an hour, and this meeting would be
a work session for the Building Committee.  She reported that there would be no public communication
tonight; however, members of the audience would be welcome to stay after the meeting to ask questions.

II.     PRESENTATIONS

A. Mr. Cyr gave an update on the Site Plan explaining improved changes from the last update.

Mr. Cyr reported that Mr. Blatt and Mr. Hoffman could not attend tonight’s meeting, but he would discuss
the improved changes that have been done since the last Building Committee meeting.  He displayed the
map from the last meeting and pointed out several modifications.  After reviewing some concerns from the
Straw Poll and the last Building Committee meeting, it was decided to make some improvements to the
current Site Plan.

Mr. Cyr stated that they looked at bringing the trail to the outer edge of the play field.  The playground was
brought to the front of the building keeping the children closer to the building and further away from the
neighbors.  This would also allow parents to see their children as they enter the playground.  He reported
that Mr. Blatt and Mr. Hoffman thought that the building should still have a southern exposure for several
reasons; therefore, the building was moved 50 feet closer to the edge of the road.  Mr. Cyr pointed out that
parking would stay the same with the exception of an area for moving vehicles and maintenance delivery
vehicles, which was moved closer to the edge of the building.  Mrs. Eretzian noted that the play field was in
a diamond shape, but that was changed.  She pointed out that it is not a softball field.

Mr. Cyr noted that the play field is somewhat smaller than originally proposed due to moving the building.
He reported that we would ask Mr. Blatt for exact measurements of the two versions of the field for
comparison.  Mr. Cyr pointed out that the play area at the original Lake St. site would have been much
smaller.  It was asked what the size of the current Lake St. School and Webster School play areas are.  Mrs.
Eretzian stated that we would provide those measurements at the next meeting.

Mr. Cyr pointed out an area that could be potential parking.  This could be a gated off area that would be
used for special functions.  This is an extra area that is too close to the road for a play area.  It could be
discussed later on what to use the area for.

Some committee members asked for a picture of a retention pond to see how it would fit in with the site.
Mr. Cyr stated that Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Blatt had designed retention ponds before, and he would ask
them for some pictures of other projects.  He reported that the retention pond is a DEP requirement.
Retention ponds are usually 2-4 feet deep depending on rainfall.  After rainfall or a spring thaw, the pond
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getting answers.  He stated that we would get the list out as soon as we can.  Mr. Cyr noted that some of the
questions are design related, and we will get more specific answers at the next phase of the project.  Some of
the questions and concerns were related to the following topics: traffic, blasting, exit on backside of the
school, budget etc.  It was requested that some of the abutters be added to the committee.  Mr. Cyr reported
that we would discuss that item at the next meeting.

D. Mr. Cyr gave an update on the process of the upcoming review of the “Site Development
Approval” with the State Department of Education to be held on April 5, 2004.

Mr. Cyr reported that the State has all the information they have asked for, and the Review Team will be
meeting on April 5, 2004.  He stated that the State has had a preliminary conversation with us, and so far
things are looking good.  If this is a positive review, the Site Selection will go to the State Board for approval
on April 14, 2004.  This meeting is open to the public and it will be held at 1:00 PM in Augusta.  Mr. Cyr
noted that we would provide more specifics at a later date.

Mrs. Eretzian stated that after the Site Selection has been approved, the Concept Design will be an
interesting process.  Mr. Blatt has had meetings with some of the Lake St. and Webster staff about programs.
She noted that we would have more information about this at the next meeting.

The Building Committee requested to take a “field trip” to a few schools that were just recently built.  This
will be discussed at a later meeting.

IV.     ADJOURNMENT    

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 P.M.


